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Updates from Consulate General of India, Toronto 

Panorama India, with the support of the Consulate General of India in Toronto, organised a Grand Cultural 
Event to celebrate the 69th Republic Day. Consul General Shri Dinesh Bhatia along with senior officials from the 
Consulate were an integral part of the event. The event witnessed numerous dignitaries like Mr. John Tory, Mayor of 
Toronto; MP Rob Oliphant; Ms. Dipika Damerla, Minister of Seniors Affairs in the Cabinet of Premier Kathleen 
Wynne; MPP Bob Delaney; MPP Amrit Mangat & Rajesh Gupta, President & CEO, SBI Canada. Mr.  Bhatia announced 
that the winner of Panorama Idol (the biggest and one of a kind event for the Indian Diaspora in a foreign country), 
shall get a trip to India under Government of India's 'Know your India Programme'. He congratulated and 
appreciated the efforts of Panorama India towards organising magnanimous events like the India Day Parade and 
Republic Day Celebrations. He also talked about the remarkable initiatives of Punjab and Goa State Governments 
like 'Connect with your Roots' and 'Know your Goa Programme' respectively for the youth of Indian origin 
settled abroad to know their motherland. He concluded by saying that the Republic Day celebrations are a depiction 
of unity in diversity of India.  
 

http://www.kip.gov.in/
http://cyrnri.punjab.gov.in/home/about_cyr_scheme/8
http://www.mea.gov.in/know-goa-programme.htm


    

CGI Toronto's presence at various events in Greater Toronto Area 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi was on a State visit to Jordan, Palestine, UAE and Oman from 9-12 February 2018. 
This was the first ever visit by an Indian Prime Minister to Palestine, and Prime Minister Modi's second visit to UAE and first to 
Oman. During the visit, the Prime Minister held discussions on matters of mutual interest with their leaders, apart from 
participating in other events. Numerous MOUs were signed during this visit to increase bilateral trade between India and these 
nations. Prime Minister also addressed the Sixth World Government Summit held in Dubai at which India was extended the 
'Guest of Honour' status. He also met and addressed the Indian community in UAE and Oman. 

PMs visit to Jordan, Palestine, UAE and Oman 

Consul General Shri Dinesh Bhatia attended an event for the promotion of 
Indian Tourism by Ministry of Tourism, GOI along with the Consulate General 
of India. Top tour operators from India lured their counterparts in Canada 
with endless opportunities and potential that Incredible India offers. The 
event witnessed excellent participation. Mr. Bhatia talked about an acronym 
C.D.E.F at the evening which signifies greatness of the Indian Civilisation and 
Culture, the Indian Diaspora, the fast growing Indian Economy and the Indian 
Food and Films.  
 
 
Consul General Shri Dinesh Bhatia was a special invitee to a unique session 
by Creative Destruction Lab where business and technical objectives-setting 
programming for over 80 science-driven startup companies took place. Other 
attendees included successful angel investors, futurists, and entrepreneurs 
including Geordie Rose (D-Wave), Chris Hadfield (astronaut), and Barney Pell 
(Moon Express), among others, who helped these companies to set 2-month 
objectives during the two day event that involves the largest concentration of 
artificial intelligence startups, and the largest concentration of quantum 
computing software startups of any program in the world. The Creative 
Destruction Lab is a seed-stage program for massively scalable, science-based 
ventures. It employs a unique, objectives-focused coaching process to help 
founders commercialize advances in science and technology.  
 

Know India Programme of the Ministry of External Affairs is a three-week orientation programme for 
diaspora youth conducted with a view to promote awareness on different facets of life in India and the 
progress made by the country in various fields e.g. economic, industrial, education, science & technology, 
communication & information Technology, culture. KIP provide a unique forum for students & young 
professionals of Indian origin to visit India, share their views, expectations & experiences and to develop 
closer bonds with the contemporary India. 

The Ministry also hosts overseas youth participants of Know Goa Programme for their Delhi and Agra part. Know Goa 
Programme is organized by the Government of Goa for NRI/PIO youths (in the age group of 18-28 years) whose 
forefathers have migrated from Goa and are presently residing overseas. Five such programmes were organized from 
2008-2012 during the month of December. 
 

“Connect with Your Roots" (CYR) Programme for Young Boys and Girls of Punjabi Origin settled abroad. The 
Programme would provide an opportunity to the youngsters settled in different parts of the world, to visit the 
places from where their families hailed or  where their ancestors were born, or where they themselves spent 
their early years.  

Know Your India Programme(s) 

https://www.creativedestructionlab.com/
http://www.kip.gov.in/
http://www.mea.gov.in/know-goa-programme.htm
http://cyrnri.punjab.gov.in/home/about_cyr_scheme/8

